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Christ centered churches among all African people with priority for the unreached people groups. 

Hartley’s Herald 
Dear family and friends, 

Living in Torit certainly is very different, in many ways, (as you can see from 

the points at the end of this letter).  

AIM’s policy is not to do all the actual teaching and ministering as an end in 

itself, but to intentionally be teaching the church how to do it themselves. So 

be it men’s, lady’s, youth or, children’s ministry, we need to intentionally 

have someone we can be discipling along with us. One of our delights in this 

move to Torit, is that Pat is able to minister to and with the ladies much more 

than she was able to in Nagishot. She has joined Lynn Noble who teaches a 

literacy training class, and is able to assist where able, but it also helps her 

with learning Arabic (as an added bonus); she also has had the joy of doing 

the bible talk at a few  ladies meetings so far; and she assists with home schooling one of the MK’s. On top of these new things, 

we live on a compound that has a few guest rooms, and so hospitality and 

providing meals is added to her list of additional ‘joys’. 

Imatong Bible College 

The AIC South Sudan, which is our main partner church, has had on its 

priority ‘wants’, to reactivate a Bible School which lies about 2 – 3 hours’ drive 

from Torit. They had appointed a board for this school, but that was about as 

far as they had managed to get. So Geoff contacted Bill Houston, a retired but 

active theological college/seminary consultant to help us define the board’s 

responsibilities and duties. After many emails backwards and forwards, it was 

arranged for Bill to come to South Sudan to do a workshop with the new board members. The day before Bill was due to 

arrive, Geoff had an accident when a cable with a bolt on the end of it swung around and hit him forcefully in the eye. He had 

to have a medivac out to Nairobi to have an operation to remove a piece of plastic which had penetrated his through the 

cornea into the lens (more about this in the points below). Naturally he was hugely disappointed to have missed the workshop 

he had worked so hard to happen. But by all accounts it went very well and the participants interacted throughout the 

workshop. The success lies in what the board will do with what they have learned. Bill raised many questions that had not 

been thought about. Praise the Lord for this workshop, and for Bill being prepared to come here. 

James 1:6-8,   When you pray “you must believe and not doubt… That person [who doubts] should not expect to 

receive anything from the Lord.  Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.”  How difficult this is 

for us. To come to the Lord believing. John Calvin says: “It remains for us to seek in him, and prayers ask of him, 

what we have learned to be in him.”  This begs some thought, don’t you think? 



Since our last prayer letter 

Many things seem to have happened: 

 After a rather heart-sore move from Nagishot, we were burgled on our first Sunday morning while we were at church. A 
fair amount of money was stolen along with a few personal items like Pat’s camera! 

 We took our 3, much loved, cats with us to Torit, and had 2 of them disappear within a day of each other. 

 While visiting the Boya Hills Construction team Geoff lost his tablet which he used a lot for keeping track of day to day 
meetings and notes. 

 Geoff injured his eye quite badly in an accident 
requiring him to be flown out rather urgently to 
Nairobi. The operation removed the object and 
replaced the lens. Damage to the cornea and debris 
left by the object will take time to heal. Next step is 
glasses to accommodate his implanted lens. 

 The work load in Torit avalanched until we felt we 
didn't even have time to think (and there we were 
thinking it would ease the situation with the move 
to Torit). 

But God .. 

In His great mercy, He has enabled us to find 

benefits in it all: “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;  persecuted, but not 

forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed” 2 Cor. 4:8,9  

 Geoff was flown out by AIM Air all the way to Nairobi, where he underwent surgery. Just praying now that his sight will 
be fully restored in time, and for healing of his red, painful eye. It could take some months to settle and then we can 
assess the situation. 

 Most, if not all, of the money was recovered along with the camera. 

 The Juba Arabic language is much easier to pick up than the Didinga was in Nagishot. We pray God would help us to 
retain what we are learning. 

 We are enjoy having a market where we can buy fresh produce, albeit limited in choices. 

 We are enjoying having cell phone communication, even if it is sporadic and poor. 

 We are thoroughly enjoying the company of other missionaries in Torit, and Geoff can get fairly easily to the other 
areas. 

 We are enjoying the privilege, in Torit, of having flushing toilets and a running water shower. 

Prayer 
In your prayer for the South Sudan ministry, please also remember the people who 

are suffering incredibly as a result of the war, conflict, animosity, shockingly 

barbaric atrocities and the deepening food crisis as a result of a disastrous rainy 

season. 

As always we don’t want to end of this letter to you 
without thanking you for your partnership in this ministry, 
be it in praying, financial support or caring, we appreciate 

every one of you. 
 

Blessings, 

Geoff & Pat 

KIDS’ CORNER 

We hope you are all working hard towards the end 

of yet another school year? You are probably 

writing tests and exams. So this is just a quick note 

to you to say that we appreciate each one of you 

and pray that God would help you recall all that 

you have learnt over this past year.  That you do 

the best you can, and be happy with yourselves for 

doing just that.   BYE for now! 

Our temp house in Torit 


